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Terry Altilio, LCSW is Coordinator of Social Work for the Department of Pain Medicine and 
Palliative Care at Beth Israel Medical Center in New York City.  
 
She is a recipient of a Mayday Pain and Society Fellowship Award 2006 and a Social Work 
Leadership Award from the Open Society Institute’s Project on Death in America which 
supported a social work post graduate fellowship and a social work listserv, both of which are 
continuing programs within the Department of Pain Medicine and Palliative Care. In 2003, she 
received the Social Worker of the Year award from the Association of Oncology Social Work 
and a Professional Volunteer Recognition Award from the American Cancer Society.  
 
She is on the Advisory Council of the Alliance of State Pain Initiatives and the editorial board of 
the Journal of Social Work and End of Life Care.  Prior experience includes 14 years in 
Oncology Social Work: 7 years with the Pain and Palliative Care Service at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center and 7 years in a community hospital.  
 
In addition to direct work with patients and families, she has lectured nationally and 
internationally on topics such as pain management, ethics, palliative care and psychosocial 
issues in end of life care.  She lectures in the post masters Palliative and End of Life Care 
Program at New York University School of Social Work and Smith College School of Social 
Work teaching Pain and Symptom Management and Ethics.  She has co-authored publications 
on pain and symptom management, psychosocial issues in end of life and caregiver advocacy 
issues.  
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